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Colin reviews the
PowerBox Gemini

aving now built a number of jets
with twin batteries I am sold on
this system for any model that can
carry the weight of the extra pack
and backer, given the significant increase in
safety brought about by having a totally reliable
power supply on board the aircraft. With
my latest build being the Boomerang Sprint
fitted with a JetCat P60, I wanted to keep any
weight increase to a minimum, so decided to
fit a PowerBox Gemini system, having been
delighted with all the PowerBox products I
have used up to now.
As all the Futaba receivers and servos I
use are compatible with up to 6.0 volts the
PowerBox Gemini was selected as it is ideal in
that it is a fairly compact, lightweight unit, only
44 grams complete, that has a main regulated
output of 5.9 volts, the secondary output being
5.4 volts. This secondary output is primarily
intended for helicopter gyro use, many of which
cannot accept a 6.0 volt input, so for jets without
gyros can safely be ignored. Batteries used
in conjunction with the Gemini can be either
NiCad/NiMH type or LiPo, and the unit is
switched between types by the user. Although
the Sprint was unlikely to require it, the

Sensor switch LED illuminates during switch on procedure
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maximum current capacity of the Gemini is 8.0
amps, so it is suitable to use in models ranging
from relatively small to quite large.

In the case of the Sprint I decided to use
twin 1500 mAh PowerBox LiPo battery
packs, which are supplied complete with
neat mounting frames, although due to space
constraints I was unable to use these in the
end. In the same manner as the larger LiPo
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packs I fitted into my Phantom, the 1500

mAh packs themselves contain the charging
circuitry, which includes a specially developed
1/C as well as an SMT temperature sensor,
making the use of a dedicated LiPo charger
unnecessary. Simple power supply adapters
are available for both AC 220/240 volt and DC
12 volt use, allowing easy charging both at
home and at the flying field. These adapters
have twin leads to enable both packs to be

Twin 1500 mAh PowerBox LiPo batteries were installed, giving plenty of
capacity for mid to large sized models
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